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Two new members of the North Dakota Petroleum 

Marketer Association Hall of Fame were inducted last 

month at the groupôs state convention in Grand Forks. 
 

This award is NDPMAôs highest honor for extraordinary 

and significant service to the retail petroleum industry in 

North Dakota.  
 

Wahpeton, ND businessman Ed Uhlich, became an 

active board of Director member with NDPMA around 

1991. He served as an NDPMA Director for 19 years.   
 

Ed Uhlich was reared in the Garrison area.  After 

spending 17 years with a Wahpeton, ND department 

store, Uhlich became an Amoco Oil agent in Wahpeton 

on March 1, 1970.  Uhlich sold his bulk fuel business in 

2010.  His family continues to operate a convenience 

store, car wash and other related retail businesses in the 

Wahpeton area.   
 

Art Perdue of Minot, ND has managed numerous local 

cooperatives over his nearly 50 year career, providing 

valuable insight and has earned deepest respect from 
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board members, suppliers, employees, and other 

associates  across the country.  His leadership was key in 

developing the retail energy business for Cenex and that 

has led to one of the most recognized Midwest brands 

today. 
 

Perdue also spent several years as a board member on 

the Land O Lakes Regional Board representing 

cooperatives from the Dakotas and Pacific Northwest He 

spent 10 years as a District Marketing Manager with 

Cenex where he won the prestigious Big Wheel Award 

and was the first ever for the state of ND.   
 

Art was very instrumental in organizing the ND 

Petroleum Tank Release Compensation Fund.  Art spent 

time in the former Soviet Union teaching people how 

cooperatives work and how to start a cooperative. 
 

Perdue has provided leadership in many ways to help not 

only cooperatives but all who have been involved in the 

energy business.  

Art Wheeler, last yearôs inductee -  Ed Uhilich - Art Perdue - Larry Fuller 
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NDPMA Executive Committee 
 

Chairman 

Ken Astrup 

Dakota Plains Coop - Valley City 
 

Vice-Chairman 

Paul Mutch 

Mutch Oil - Grand Forks 

 

Secretary 

Tom Haahr 

Farmers Union - Devils Lake 
 

Treasurer 

Paul Behm 

Behm Enterprises - Minot 
 

PMAA State Director 

Matt Bjornson 

Bjornson Oil - Cavalier 

 

 
NDPMA Board of Directors 
 

Tony Bernhardt 

Enerbase - Minot 
 

Loren Dusterhoft 

Dusterhoft Oil - Grand Forks 
 

Chris Fitterer 

Fitterer Oil - New England 
 

Andrew Fjeldahl 

Farmers Union - Berthold 
 

Dave Froelich 

Missouri Valley Petroleum - Mandan 
 

Tracy Good 

Good Oil - LaMoure 

 

Don Heidt 

DJôs Interstate Tesoro - Dickinson 
 

John Reese 

United Propane & Fuel - New Town 
 

Jay Rud 

Curtis Rud Oil - New Salem 
 

Deanne Schatz-Eisenschenk 

Petro Stopping Center - Fargo 
 

Merle Zander 

Farstad Oil - Minot 

It was a year for firsts at the North 

Dakota Petroleum Marketers State 

Convention.   

 

The October outing was held for 

the first time in Grand Forks.  The 

CanadInn and Alerus Center 

proved to be a wonderful setting 

for the event.  NDPMA set a record 

for attendance at this event with 

nearly 260 industry personnel 

taking part.   

 

It was also the first time the 

Petroleum Marketers and the North Dakota Propane Gas Association had ever 

held a joint convention.  It was good to see ñfossil fuelò energy leaders all 

gathered under the same roof.  NDPGA board members were happy with the 

format and are looking forward to holding a joint event next year in Fargo.  

 

It was also the first time NDPMA had ever held a live PAC auction.  As you can 

see from the page thanking all the PAC sponsors the live auction was a great time 

for everyone involved.  I just want to thank my good friend from Garrison, 

Spencer Flath, for doing such a great job with the auction.  I would truly like to 

say THANK YOU to everyone who participated in this event!  Your supported is 

very much appreciated by NDPMA.    

 

The 210+ people who attended the banquet helped pay tribute to past NDPMA 

leaders, Ed Uhlich and Art Perdue.  They also were there to honor outgoing 

NDPMA Chairman Tracy Good.  It has been such a privilege for me to work with 

Tracy over the past few years.  We have so much in common regarding our family 

business traditions.  He always had the best interests of all association members in 

mind has he conducted business either at the Capitol or in a meeting.  THANK 

YOU, Tracy.    

 

As always, when it comes to leadership the association 

remains in good hands.  Iôm looking forward to continuing 

to work with the new NDPMA Chairman, Ken Astrup.  He 

has a wealth of knowledge from a vast business 

background which certainly will benefit the association.  

Like Tracy, Ken will have the best interests of all 

marketers in mind as he conducts association business.   

 

I canôt believe Iôm saying this already, but the Mike Rud 

and Mary Nagel families would like to take this time to 

wish all of you a Joyous and Blessed Christmas and all the 

best in 2012.   

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 

 

Mike Rud     
   

Ken Astrup - Chairman 

Mike Rud and out going Chairman Tracy Good 
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The live auction was a success!  Spencer 

Flath auctioned off numerous items including: 

Two tickets in the PDQ Suite at Lambeau 

Field for the Green Bay vs. Tampa Bay  

4 Tickets - Minnesota Vikings vs New 

Orleans  

Fishing 3 nights-2 days Package for 6 at 

Ballardôs Resort- Lake of the Woods, MN 

Ski Weekend 3 nights-2 days for 4 at Bridger 

Bowl Resort, Bozeman, MT 

Apple I pad 2 

Golf / Vacation  3 nights-2 days package for 4 

at Cragunôs Resort - Brainerd, MN 

4 tickets ï Minnesota Wild vs Phoenix 

Coyotes  


